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Truth About Youth Dragon’s Den
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The Truth About Youth Dragon’s Den has been set up by a commissioning panel of young people aged 11-25 from across Tyne and Wear. The aim is to fund projects or events that promote positive images of young people in the media and to challenge negative stereotypes of young people. The projects or events must be innovative, exciting and youth led in order to qualify for a grant. The Dragon’s Den panel will be made up of young people from the Truth About Youth project and a representative from the youth sector and the media.  
There are 5 grants of £1000 available for organisations to apply for.  Applicants must meet the criteria set by members of the Truth About Youth in order to succeed with their bid.  The application process is split into 2 stages:

Stage 1- Expression of interest form, to be completed and returned for assessment.

Applications will be assessed by Truth About Youth members. Successfully shortlisted applications will be invited to the next stage.

Stage 2- Pitch to the Dragon’s and a question and answer session.

10 minutes will be given for organisations to pitch their ideas; the Panel of Dragon’s will then ask questions about the project for additional information.  You must bring a breakdown of costs, an action plan and a delivery timescale if you are invited to pitch your idea to the panel.                                                                                        
Once all pitches are complete the Dragon’s will decide which projects to fund and the winners will be announced. 
All expressions of interest must be in by 15th October 2010, shortlisting will begin on the week commencing 18th October 2010 and shortlisted applicants will be informed on 22nd October 2010.  The Date for pitching is October 29th 2010 and the venue will be announced at the time of shortlisting.  For any other information please contact Laura Iveson on 0191 4404410    laura@rywu.org.uk
The Truth About Youth Dragon’s Den Criteria 
To be considered for the grant you must meet the criteria set by the Truth About Youth commissioning panel. 
· The work must be carried out within the Tyne and Wear area.
· The young people involved in the project/event must be aged 11-25.
· Young people must play a central role in the pitch.

· The project/event must promote a positive image of young people.
· A press release must be written and submitted to the media for the project/event (support can be given).
· The project/event must involve a minimum of 25 young people.

· The project/event must be delivered within 6months of funding being received.

· The project/event must challenge negative stereotypes of young people. 
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Expression of interest
Please tell us in no more than 500 words your idea for a project/event.
Include as much detail as possible about what your idea is and how it is going to challenge negative stereotypes and promote a more positive image of young people.

